
WELCOME1
Welcome to our exhibition, which  
is being held to provide 
information to the local community 
at an early stage with the 
opportunity to comment on 
our emerging proposals for the 
development and installation of an 
underground transmission cable 
link between England and France. 
ElecLink is the joint venture between Eurotunnel 
and STAR Capital Partners Limited, set up to 
establish a high voltage direct current (HVDC) 
transmission link with a capacity of 1000MW,  
to transfer and trade electricity to and from  
the National Grid system in the UK and  
the Réseau de Transport d’Électricité (RTE) 
system in France.

The proposal will include underground 
alternating current (AC) cable links to 
transmission system operators’ (TSO) 400kV 
networks, erection of converter stations within 
the Eurotunnel Terminal perimeter in the UK  
and France and a direct current (DC) cable, 
linking the converter stations through the  
Channel Tunnel. 

Community Consultation is important to 
ElecLink. Please look through the exhibition 
material and talk to members of our project 
team about the proposed development and 
provide your thoughts and ideas by completing 
one of our feedback forms. Alternatively email: 
contact@eleclink.co.uk or fill out a feedback 
form online at www.eleclink.co.uk 

Your views are welcome and will be discussed 
and considered by the project team before 
finalising the design. There will be further 
formal opportunity to comment on the planning 
application as part of Shepway District Council’s 
statutory consultation process. 



THE PROPOSALS2
Development in England

The proposals involve the following:

a) Installation of an underground AC cable 
link from the National Grid Sellindge 400kV 
substation to the Eurotunnel terminal in 
Folkestone, mostly running adjacent to the 
M20 motorway, A20 highway and High 
Speed 1 railway corridors. The UK point of 
connection will be at National Grid’s 400kV 
substation at Sellindge. 

b) Erection of a converter station within 
the Eurotunnel Terminal perimeter at 
Folkestone, measuring approximately  
100 metres long by 100 metres wide,  
with an indicative height of 16 metres 
with some external equipment and support 
structures extending up to 20 metres high. 

Undersea cable route through the 
Channel Tunnel

High voltage direct current cables will be 
installed within the Channel Tunnel to transfer 
electricity between England and France. 

Development in France

a) Erection of a converter station within the 
Eurotunnel Terminal perimeter at Coquelles.

b) Installation of underground AC cable links 
from the converter station to Les Mandarins, 
RTE 400kV substation. 

In summary, the above proposals do not produce or generate electricity and do not involve a new 
power station. The scheme merely involves transferring electricity between two electricity grid systems.
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The proposed development is being 
built at a time when there is a 
substantial and growing need for 
new interconnection in Europe.
The European Commission has legislated to 
promote greater levels of interconnection 
between member states through various 
directives including, most recently, the Third 
Package in which the Cross Border Regulation 
affirms “investments in major new infrastructure 
should be promoted strongly while ensuring 

the proper functioning of the (European) 
internal market in electricity.” However, 
despite such initiatives, no new interconnection 
capacity has been built between France and 
England since Interconnexion France-Angleterre 
(IFA) in 1986 and only 3GW of capacity have 
been constructed between GB and continental 
Europe to date. 

The ElecLink project will utilise private finance 
to secure the investment required for this 
important piece of infrastructure.

CROSS-CHANNEL INTERCONNECTIONS 



SUPPORT FOR  
THE SCHEME4

UK government support  
for infrastructure 

The proposals were identified in the UK 
National Infrastructure Plan as part of the 
Chancellor’s Autumn 2012 Statement, how 
taking advantage of interdependency between 
transport and energy infrastructure creates  
the opportunity to achieve these benefits at 
lower capital investment costs. 

Joint government support  
for interconnection

On 17 February 2012 the French and British 
governments issued a joint statement addressing 
common energy projects including ElecLink. 
“We acknowledge the importance of 
developing new electricity lines between our 
two countries in order to strengthen further 
the linking of our grids, improve the security  
of our energy supplies and facilitate the 
integration of intermittent energy sources.  

We encourage further studies to be 
undertaken on the interconnector projects 
currently under consideration, namely the 
IFA2 led by the Réseau de Transport 
d’Électricité and the National Grid and 
ElecLink led by Star Capital and Eurotunnel.”

Selected as an EU Project of  
Common Interest (PCI)

ElecLink has been selected by the European 
Commission as a Project of Common Interest 
that will contribute to the functioning of the 
European internal energy market, as well as 
promoting energy efficiency and the 
development of new and renewable forms of 
energy. PCIs are an EU list of projects which 
contribute the most to the implementation of 
this strategic energy infrastructure priority 
corridor and areas. 



SITE AND  
PLANNING CONTEXT5

For the purposes of the public 
consultation, we have focused  
on the development and 
regulations within the UK. 
The proposed development will cross three  
local authorities, which are Ashford Borough 
Council, Shepway District Council and Dover 
District Council. 

Converter Station within Eurotunnel 
Perimeter – Shepway District Council 

The proposed location of the converter station 
is set within the perimeter fence of the existing 
Eurotunnel operational site at Folkestone. 

It would be located adjacent to the northern 
perimeter road and would be located within  
the Kent Downs AONB (Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty). The site is located adjacent 
to the boundary of a Special Landscape Area 
(North Downs). The site is also near the 
Folkestone and Etchinghill Escarpment Site  
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). North of  
the site, an area has been identified as a  
Special Area of Conservation (SAC). 

It is proposed that planning permission will  
be sought from Shepway District Council for  
the converter station. 

High Voltage AC Cable Route from 
the Sellindge 400kV substation to the 
Converter Station 

The proposed underground cable route will  
run from west to east from the existing National 
Grid 400kV substation at Sellindge along the 
M20, A20 and HS1 corridors to the proposed 
converter station within the Eurotunnel  
perimeter at Folkestone. The majority of the 
cable route will be located within Shepway 
District Council, with a short section within 
Ashford Borough Council. The section in the 
Channel Tunnel is within Dover District Council.

ElecLink has been granted permitted 
development rights as a statutory undertaker. 
Therefore, a planning application is not required 
for this part of the scheme.



SITE AND  
PLANNING CONTEXT

High voltage DC cable from the  
converter station at Folkestone  
through the Channel Tunnel 

The proposed underground cable route is 
expected to run along the northern perimeter 
road within the Eurotunnel terminal area to  
the portal of the Channel Tunnel, where it will 
therafter be installed within the tunnel. The 
cable will leave the French portal and continue 

to the proposed converter station at Coquelles. 
The majority of the cable route will be located 
within Dover District Council, with a short 
section within Shepway District Council. The 
section in the Channel Tunnel is within Dover 
District Council.

ElecLink will enter into a private agreement with 
Eurotunnel for the wayleave of this cable route. 
Therefore, a planning application is not required 
for this part of the scheme.

Continued



BENEFITS OF  
THE PROPOSAL6

Greater diversity and security of supply

 • Complimentary GB thermal and wind 
versus French nuclear power stations

 • Pooling of energy, reserve and  
balancing services, particularly  
during peak demand periods

 • Reduced need for future investment in  
new power stations to cover peak periods  
of demand

Integrating renewable energy

 • Facilitates system balancing to respond to 
windy/sunny days

 • Project forecast to save over 6.1M tonnes  
of carbon through 2030

Cost-effective additional capacity

 • Use of the Channel Tunnel contributes  
to €640M in net social welfare over the 
project life

 • Use of the Channel Tunnel accelerates 
project delivery over other projects 
proposing to lay cables on the seabed.  
The project is planned to be operational 
from the end of 2016 to contribute to  
2020 targets

Low environmental impact

 • The project utilises the existing Channel 
Tunnel infrastructure for the converter 
stations and cross-channel cable

 • By using the tunnel there are no marine 
works and no disturbance to the seabed

 • The project does not require any  
overhead lines

Employment creation

 • 300 jobs throughout the construction period

 • 20 new permanent jobs for operation  
and maintenance over the envisaged  
40 year project life



ENVIRONMENTAL7
An environmental impact 
assessment (EIA) screening 
opinion has been submitted to 
the determining local planning 
authorities, under the Town and 
Country Planning (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2011, prior to the submission of 
any formal planning applications. 

The EIA screening opinion will determine 
whether the proposals will be EIA  
development. Environmental baseline data  
is being compiled to assist with this process.  
The following environmental topics that  
will be discussed in the EIA screening  
opinion are as follows:

 • Air quality and dust

 • Archaeology and cultural heritage

 • Ecology and protected areas

 • Landscape and visual amenity

 • Noise and vibration

 • Soils and geology

 • Water resources and surface drainage

 • Traffic and transport

Specialist consultants within the various 
fields have been appointed to consider the 
environmental impacts of the proposals on  
the environmental issues identified during  
the operational and construction phase.  
The consultants have assessed the potential 
impacts using technical and professional 
judgement. Copies of the screening report  
are available to read.



HOW TO COMMENT  
AND NEXT STEPS8

Thank you for attending the 
exhibition, we hope you found  
it useful. We are interested in 
your views and comments. 
Please complete a feedback form, and return 
it to the address stated on the form by 5pm 
on 1 March 2014. Your views are important 
and will be considered as part of the ongoing 
consultation process. 

During this time, you can view the information 
boards and complete the feedback 
questionnaire online. Please log onto  
www.eleclink.co.uk or alternatively email us 
with any comments at contact@eleclink.co.uk 

The project team will consider all comments 
received and the proposals will be reviewed  

to take account of local people and  
interested parties’ views and comments 
wherever possible. 

The intention is to submit the planning 
application for the converter station to Shepway 
District Council before May 2014. 

The Council will then undertake its own 
statutory consultation process during which 
time there will be a further opportunity to 
formally submit comments on the application  
to the Council. Shepway District Council will 
then determine the planning application. 

ANTICIPATED TIMETABLE


